
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-064
WATER RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR:

LAS GALLINAS VALLEY SANITARY DISTRICT
SAN RAFAEL
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter
the Board), finds that:

1. Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District (hereinafter discharger) submitted a Report of
Waste Discharge to the Board on September 15, 1986, for the use of reclaimed
wastewater. Waste discharge requirements were issued on April 15, 1987.

2. The discharger operates a wastewater treatment plant in San Rafael, Marin County,
at 300 Smith Ranch Rd. The District presently discharges an average dry weather
flow of 1.71 million gallons per day (mgd) from its treatment facility into Miller
Creek, a tributary of San Pablo Bay. The plant is an advanced secondary treatment
plant, with trickling filters, fixed film nitrification, and deep bed filters. Treated
effluent is discharged to Miller Creek, either directly or via a 20-acre wildlife pond.

3. The discharge does not receive an initial dilution of 10: 1 at all times. The
discharger's outfalls are located in Miller Creek approximately one mile from the
Bay. Miller Creek, is a tidally influenced perennial creek which has very low flows
during the summer months (and winter months during a drought). Thus, during low
tide, when the creek is experiencing low flows, effluent dominates the creek.

4. The Basin Plan Discharge Prohibition No.1 states "It shall be prohibited to discharge
any wastewater which has particular characteristics of concern to beneficial uses at
any point at which the wastewater does not receive a minimum initial dilution of at
least 10:1, or into any nontidal water, dead-end slough, similar confined waters, or
any tributary thereof.

Exceptions to the Basin Plan prohibitions may be considered where the discharger
can show (1) a net environmental benefit as a result of the discharge, or (2) that
the project is part of a reclamation project, or (3), that the discharge will provide
equivalent protection.

5. An exception to Discharge Prohibition No.1 is warranted based on the discharger's
operation of a reclamation program described in Finding No.7. The discharger's
NPDES permit prohibits discharge to the Bay from June through August. The three
month discharge prohibition insures that approximately 25% of the Average Dry
Weather Flow (ADWF) is reclaimed. During the dry weather season, June 1 to
August 31, all wastewater is reclaimed by spray irrigation to pasture land owned by
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